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This month's "You Can Do It" tech article will explain the removal of the
old door weatherstrip and the reinstallation of new weatherstrip for two-
door sedans. Although Chevrolet doors will vary from model to model, the
basic procedure is the same. The removal, installation, and photos in this
article were done on a ’62 sedan. Today’s reproduction weatherstrip is a
very good reproduction. The original style weatherstrip had wire-type clips;
today’s reproductions have plastic push-in style clips which work very well.
The following are Eckler’s two-door sedan weatherstrip part numbers and
applications. These sedan door weatherstrip products are
all manufactured by SoffSeal!

 
  

TWO DOOR SEDAN: DOOR WEATHERSTRIP INSTALLATIONS

This article will explain and illustrate the removal of the old
weatherstrip from the door. Your doors may not have any
weatherstrip, may already be painted, or may have weather-
strip glued in place. Whatever the case, the weatherstrip and
old caulking must be removed, and the door prepared for
new weatherstrip by cleaning or painting.
The original door weatherstrip was vulcanized together at

the top of the door about five inches forward of the rear.
(See Photos #1 & #20) This will be the approximate
location where we will glue together the two ends of the door
weatherstrip. The original door weatherstrip had a wire insert
that acted as the clips–which secured the weatherstrip in
place. There are also areas under the door weatherstrip that
had caulking, which helped to seal the door. After many years
of aging, this caulking ends up looking like an adhesive. Also,
it appears that a small amount of caulking was located at each
of the clip holes.
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Parts Needed: Member price

13-12 1955-1957 $37.99 pr.
513006 1958 56.99 pr.
513146 1959-1960 28.49 pr.
513147 1961-1964 36.09 pr.
513057 1965-1966 47.49 pr.
513075 1967-1968 64.59 pr.
603108 1964-1965 Chevelle 47.49 pr.
603103 1966-1967 Chevelle 56.99 pr.
603107 1968-1969 Chevelle 56.99 pr.
651120 1978-1983 Malibu 85.49 pr.
85-20181 1962-1967 Nova 31.34 pr.
85-20188 1968-1974 Nova 28.49 pr.
85-20189 1975-1979 Nova 36.09 pr.

Related Products:
532246 1955-1962 Retainers 4.74 pr.
561262 59-62 Door Plug Inserts 18.99 kit
88-0277-1 3M Strip Caulking 18.99 ea.
88-0273-1 3M Adhesive - Black 12.34 ea.
88-0279-1 3M Adhesive Cleaner 23.74 qt.

1. Use a flat-blade screwdriver to remove the old door
weatherstrip. Push the weatherstrip aside so that you can see
the location of the clip, then "twist" the clip out with the
screwdriver. (See Photo #2) By removing the old door
weatherstrip slowly, you can see how the original door
weatherstrip was installed.  Start at the top of the door and
work down the back of the door.
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2. As you are removing the door weatherstrip, you’ll find that
there is an area at the back of the door that’s been caulked.
This caulking usually runs from about two inches above the
lower glass line of the door and continues downward to the
area near the door latch. (See Photo #3)

3. As you continue to remove the door weatherstrip, you will
get down to the bottom of the door and you should notice
that the last clip is installed into a plastic insert. (See Photo
#4) Notice as you remove the door weatherstrip across the
bottom of the door these plastic inserts continue to the first
insert of the front part of the door. (See Photo #5) This
insert is located near the lower door hinge. (See Photo #6)

4. As you continue to remove the door weatherstrip, you will
find another area of caulking on the front part of the door.
This caulking starts about where the upper door hinge is
located and continues up the front of the door and onto the
part of the door where the vent window is located. (See
Photo #7)

5. Let's assume that the doors are now ready for new door
weatherstrip. Hopefully all the plastic inserts at the bottom of
the door are still in place so that the new door weatherstrip
can be installed into these inserts. If any of these inserts are
missing, it is going to create problems. If the plastic inserts
are gone, the holes that remain are too large for the clips that
are in the reproduction weatherstrip. Even if you had NOS
door weatherstrip, the wire clips would not hold in these
large holes. (On some years and models you can use part
number 561262 – see parts list under related parts) If these
plastic inserts are not correct for your doors, the easiest
solution is to glue the door weatherstrip to the door in those
areas where the plastic inserts are missing. I do not particu-
larly like that solution, but it beats welding the holes shut and
then re-drilling with the proper sized drill bit.

6. Before starting the installation of the door weatherstrip,
use a drill with a 5/32 inch bit to drill out the plastic inserts
just a small amount so that the door weatherstrip push-in
clips will be able to be installed. (See Photo #8) Drill inward
about 3/8 of an inch until the bit "bottoms" out. Do not drill
through the end of the plastic insert.

7. The next two photos show the correct orientation of the
white plastic clips in the door weatherstrip as they are
installed into the holes around the door. (See Photo #9) I
used pliers that had a flat area on the "nose" to push the clips
into the holes. (See Photo #10) Since the door weatherstrip
is not flat, it takes a little work to get the pliers aligned just
right so that you can push the clips directly into the holes.

8. The spacing is 4 inches between holes for all of them
except for the two holes at the top rear part of the door. This
odd spacing is 5 inchcs. (See Photo #11) Somewhere
between these two holes will be the location where the two
ends of the door weatherstrip will be glued together.
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9. So that you have plenty of door weatherstrip to work with,
I suggest that you cut a piece of door weatherstrip off – just
behind the very first clip. (See Photo #12) You will want to
orient the weatherstrip correctly so that the high part of the
door weatherstrip, when installed, will point up and inward
toward car. (See Photo #13)

10. Install the very first clip into the rear hole at the top of
the door. I used the flat-nose pliers to push the clip into
place. (See Photo #14)

11. Continue to install the door weatherstrip down the back
side of the door until you get to the area where you will place
some caulking. (3M's Strip Caulking is available as part
number 88-0277-1 – see parts list under related parts.) As you
can see in Photo #15, when the door was painted the
caulking was left in place and paint was applied over the
caulking. After removing the caulking, you can see that an
unpainted area was left where the caulking was located. After
applying a strip of caulking, use your fingers to flatten it out
into a ½ inch wide strip. (See Photo #16)

12. Continue to install the weatherstrip down the back of the
door and across the bottom of the door. As you work across
the bottom of the door, a little more care is needed in pressing
the white plastic clips into the black plastic door inserts.

13. Continue to install the door weatherstrip up the front part
of the door until you get to the area where you are going to
apply another 10 inch strip of caulking. After flattening it out
as you did for the back, install the door weatherstrip up the
front of the door and across the top. Install the weatherstrip
across the top of the door except for the last push-in plastic
insert. (See Photo #17)

14. At this point, I suggest cutting the weatherstrip so that it
is 2 or 3 inches too long (so that you can get rid of the excess
weatherstrip.) (See Photo #17) This allows you to work
more easily in gluing the two ends together. I suggest
trimming the end of the door weatherstrip that goes towards
the back so that the end of the weatherstrip is about 1-1/2 to
2 inches from the last clip that you install.

15. Note the location of the end of the door weatherstrip
that you will trim as pointed out with the Phillips screwdriver
in Photo #18. Using some very good metal shears or
scissors, cut the weatherstrip so that there is a nice, flat,
perpendicular cut.

16. Notice that there is a hole down the center of the door
weatherstrip. I suggest putting in a piece of plastic or a wood
dowel into this hole so that it will hold both of the ends of
the weatherstrip in place when they are glued together. This
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piece of plastic or wood should be about 1 inch long. (I
suggest getting someone's help for this part of the procedure.)
Use Super Weatherstrip Adhesive (Part number 88-0273-1- see
parts list under related parts) to glue the dowel into place and
to glue the ends of the weatherstrip together. Do not use too
much weatherstrip adhesive because this stuff is very messy!

17. Apply a small amount of adhesive inside the end of the
weatherstrip and then position the dowel into the weather-
strip. (See Photo #19) Have someone hold the end of the
weatherstrip up and out of the way while you apply the
adhesive to the other end and inside the hole. Slide the
dowel into the hole in the other end of the weatherstrip and
push the ends together. Carefully orient the ends so that they
match up and then take some masking tape and place it
across the union as seen in Photo #20. DO NOT draw the
tape too tight, as pointed out with the small flat-blade
screwdriver in Photo #20. The tape is just pressing the
weatherstrip a small amount. DO NOT close the door during
the drying of the adhesive.

18. After 24 hours, the tape can be removed and the excess
weatherstrip adhesive can be trimmed with a sharp pair of
diagonal cutters or some sharp scissors. (See Photo #21) Use
3M Super Weatherstrip Adhesive Cleaner (Part number 88-
0279-1 – see parts list under related parts) to clean up any
excess adhesive which you might have gotten on the door.

19. The last step in the installation of the door weatherstrip is to
reinstall the small "forks" (Part number 534246 – see parts list
under related parts - used on 1955-1962 models) which secure
the weatherstrip to the front of the door. At this location, the
door weatherstrip tends to pull away from the door because of
the "inside" curve of the door. I have seen two types of forks as
shown in Photo #22. These forks are held in place with #8 x
3/8 inch Truss-head sheet metal screws. The "fork" is located as
pointed out in Photo #23. The little forks require a bit of work
to get them embedded into the weatherstrip. I used a flat-blade
screwdriver to hold the back side of the weatherstrip while I
pushed the forks into place. (See Photo #23) To secure the
forks to the door, install the #8-3/8 inch screw. (See Photo
#24) At this point, you should have a very nicely done job of
installing the door weatherstrip.
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